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INDIGENT DEFENSE COMPLAINT FORM 
 
The Fair Defense Campaign is a collaborative effort of the Texas Criminal Justice Coalition and the 

Texas Fair Defense Project. 

 

By filling out this form, you are helping the Fair Defense Campaign collect essential data about the 

problems defendants in criminal cases encounter when they are too poor to hire a lawyer, and how and 

where those problems are occurring in Texas. Please limit complaints to problems you have experienced 

in obtaining a lawyer, obtaining expert or investigative assistance in your case, working with the lawyer 

who has been assigned to your case, or dealing with prosecutors when you were not represented by 

counsel. Please be assured that all personal information collected will be kept strictly confidential on 

request. 

 

Please provide as much of the requested information as possible. If you do not know an answer, simply 

write “don’t know.” 

 

Personal Information 

 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________________________ State _____________ Zip ____________  

Home phone _________________________________ Other phone ______________________________ 

 

Outside Contact 

 

If you are in custody, is there a contact outside who may provide additional facts about your complaint?  

Contact name _________________________________________________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________________________ State _____________ Zip ____________  

Home phone _________________________________ Other phone ______________________________ 

Relationship to you ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Case Information 

 

Type of charge you are facing:     � Felony     � Misdemeanor     � Both 

Are you:     � In Custody     � Released on Bond 

Is your case:     �     Pending/Pre-trial     �  Resolved/Post-Conviction      

County in which charges are filed _________________________________________________________ 

Case number __________________________________________________________________________ 

Court and/or judge to which your case is assigned ____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do/did you have an attorney to represent you?     � Yes     � No 

If so, how did you get that attorney?     � Hired by me/others     � Appointed by judge/court staff     

Name of lawyer(s)/public defender(s) ______________________________________________________ 

Lawyer’s telephone ____________________________________________________________________ 

 



Please describe the nature of your complaint (for example, lawyer was not appointed to your case, 

prosecutor contacted you directly even though you were not represented by counsel, judge would not 

appoint expert or investigator to your case, appointed lawyer did not investigate your case, etc.). If you 

are complaining about failure to appoint counsel, please provide information about your finances and 

eligibility for appointed counsel. Attach a separate sheet if necessary: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

USES OF THIS REPORT: The Fair Defense Campaign works to improve low-income criminal 

defendants’ access to defense counsel as well as the quality of representation provided to low-income 

defendants.  The Fair Defense Campaign will use your report to advocate for improved indigent defense 

practices and to publicize unjust practices in the criminal justice system.       

 

We cannot promise you that the information you provide will lead to any specific action on the part of the 

Fair Defense Campaign, or that the Fair Defense Campaign will be able to represent you in a legal case 

concerning your complaint.  The Fair Defense Campaign does not provide direct representation to 

defendants in their criminal cases.  However, it is possible that you may receive a request from the 

Fair Defense Campaign to use the information you have provided for one or more of the following 

purposes: (1) legislative testimony; (2) litigation; or (3) telling your story to the media.  The Fair Defense 

Campaign also may be able to provide you with helpful information, referrals to other resources, and/or 

other appropriate assistance, depending on the nature of the problem you are facing.  Thank you very 

much for taking the time to fill out this form. 


